NEW SHOP IN LEICESTER SQUARE 


EXTENSION TO TOWNSEND SCHOOL, ST. ALBANS 
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HILLS PANEL DOORS 
- -- Quality at the right price 
The bulk of our P Ld n 


Obeche Hardwood f 1 trom 


THE “CEWMAX” ... a 
robust door at a practical price 


orporating the 
m are faced with 
1 in our own 
s¢ doors are thoroughly reliable 


maximum stability and resistance 


The Making Gna uses of 


PLYWOOD 


The modern 


~ 


4ILLS & 
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HILLS DOORS PLYWOOD 
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FOR THE MAINTENANCE, 
REPAIR, RECONSTRUCTION, 
AND WATERPROOFING OF 


INDUSTRIAL 
ROOFS 


A waterproofing Compound, black in colour, made with 
a base of Canadian asbestos fibre. When laid approxi- 
mately | in. thick—it provides a durable and thoroughly 
waterproof covering to any type of roof surface 
MASTICON remains permanently keyed to any root 
surface, is unafiected by atmospheric conditions and is 
the ideal waterproofing material since it remains pliable 
and does not become brittle and break away. 


MASTICON is manufactured in many grades 
e.g. 2 
BEDDING MASTICON for bedding in roofing 
glass. 


GLAZING MA CON for top pointing all 
types of glazing bars. 


PA? RD MASTICON for covering defec- 
tive slates, diamond asbestos tiles and treating 
seams, laps and bolt heads on corrugated 
iron and asbestos. 


SPHAL MASTICON for covering all 

types of flat roofs and gutters. This is a special 

consistency to allow of normal light foot crattic. 
‘ N E)} »N for worn and 

damaged felt rooting. 

(MASTICON in liquid form) for 


the protective treatment of corrugated — iron 
surfaces and external metal structures. 


INDUSTRIAL 
Head Offices: MELLIER HOU 
Telephone; REGent 1411 (4 Jin 
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BANISTER, 
WALTON 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 
AND STOCKHOLDERS 


RIVETED AND WELDED 
LONDON, S.W.1 82 Victoria Street MANCHESTER 17 Tr BIRMINGHAM 18 61-63 Western Road 
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of NOISE 


day 


She works 4 machine-roont, 
almost see 


that she can 


out, m a 


And she suffering trom noise-fatigue 


Vou can see it in her face, 0 her eyes and 


work, and in 


her employe! can see it her 
the work of dozens more like het She is 4 


not the Norse only 


pounds het 
/ 


potential absentee us 


yine that grinds and 


from het own 


build-up of noise echoing fro 


nerves, bul the 


this noise \ 


escape 


others like it How can she 


The answer Acoust! Celotes 
Properly applied Acoust! Celotes will blunt the 


the moe ill be softened 


{uc of se 


sharp 


usuid 


Installation quick and can 


without 4h) interference th product} 

ractical rict has proved tesired / 
he achieved. 


results can 


an 


of your own nose proble m 


Let us arrange 


CIRCULAR ROAD 


LIMITED NORTH 


CELOTEX 


and Buildir ‘ 
¢ 
spot’ analysts 
Industrial Jourr 


J. & E. HALL 


LIMITED 


SPECIALISTS IN LIFTS & ESCALATORS 
DARTFORD - KENT | 
London Office: 10 St. Swithin’s Lane, E.C.4 
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ANY awkward jobs are 
planned in our modern 


Drawing Offices, set 
out on our Template Floors, 
fabricated in our well 
equipped Shops skilled 


workers and delivered on site 
ready for immediate erection 
by our experienced erectors. 
This complete service ts at 
your disposal. Palmers like 
- doing jobs of a heavy nature 
but also welcome lighter ones 


to Site 
I. PALMER & C0. MERTON ABBEY 


RCH ROAD, MERTON ABBEY. ONDC 


LYINUUN 


Telephone HAM 2966 


STRUCTURAL STEELWORK OF ALL TYPES, ALSO TANKS, HOPPERS, SILOS CONVEY 
PLANT, STEEL MOULDS AND SHUTTERING, STAIRCASES, RAILINGS, 


From Drawing Board ... 
Sal 
me} 
= 


*B B’ 
EXPANDED 
METAL LATHING 


Supplied and fixed for sus 


Highly attractive appearance of the finished work 
—combined with strength and durability, as well as 
high fire-resistant qualities—are some of the ad 
vantages of *B B° Expanded Metal Lathing and Plaster 
Construction for Ceilings and Partitions. The cost will 
bear comparison with any other form of construction 


of equal performance. 


A complete lechnical Service is at your disposal if required, 


ixpanded Metal Products 
EXPAMET 


Phe Expanded Metal Company, Ltd., 
Burw House. Caxton Street. S.W.1. WHitehall 1736. 
STRANTON WORKS. WEST HARTLEPOOL, HARTLEPOOLS 21 


7 R. GLA MANCHESTER 


PLAS! 
in the mew ofices | 
for Messrs. Grant & Jeffries 
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Ruberoid Roofing was specified for the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta, for it could be relied upon to 
provide complete and permanent weather protection 
to some of the world’s most rare exhibits, collected 


together over a period of 135 years 


The Ruberoid system of roofing affords suitable 
specifications to meet the requirements of every size 
and type of roof and has been recognised all over 
the world for over 50 years as providing protection 
at a lower cost per year of service than any other 


form of roofing 


RUBEROID 


Details of the mtract carried out at the Indian Museu 
Calcutta are contained in a special folder (No. 788) availab 
on request. Archi.ects and Engineers are also invited 
write for Catalogue No. 326 Standard Specifications for 
Ruberoid Roofs 


THE RUBEROID COMPANY LIMITED, 93, COMMONWEALTH HOUSE, !-19 NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 


branches: Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Birmingham, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast 
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= 
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Send tor this new 


tHE BRITISH ELECTRICAL DEVI PAIEN ASSOCIATION, 2 SAVOY HILI LONDON, WC.” 


News. March 31, 1950 
| 
publication 
With electricit , tallat kitchen planning, cooking, refngerat heating, laundry 
Irchitects and builders are incited to write for copies . 
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‘Rufflette’... 
RECESSED CURTAIN RUNWAY 


‘Rufflette’ brand Recessed Curtain Runway isa permanent 


and integral part of building construction, It is inexpen- 
sive and simple to fit into wood, plastered or fair-faced 
concrete lintels. The runway is held rigidly in position 
by a patent spring clip without screws and is a concealed 


and a permanent fitting. 


SPECIFY ‘Rufflette’ CURTAIN SUSPENSION SYSTEMS 


THI 


FOR WOOD OR FAIR.FACED CONCRETE 


» - — 
>> } 

fd STEEL CHAN WING STEE HANNEL 

STRIP FOR PL AS TRIP N rere 

ere PLASTERMES RE LIN 


CONC 


RUNNERS 


‘Rufflette 


B/L CURTAIN RUNWAY 


‘Rufflette’... 
M SERIES RUNWAY FOR METAL WINDOWS 


The special feature of this runway is the use of extension 
supports from the main runway for the valance and net 
curtain rails 


; this reduces the number of main supports 
needed and minimises drilling. ‘ Ruftlette’ brand M 
Series Curtain Runway can be fitted to any shape window 
straight or curved. The ‘Rufflette’ M Series Curtain 
Runway is specially designed for quick and easy fitting 
to metal windows. 


tan 
c > 

CAD 

Sey 


{ 


FACTORIES: Manchester, Wythenshawe, Fall 


Als t BRIT 


Mass S.A 


H EMPIRE 


‘Rufflette 


CORD CONTROLLED CURTAIN RUNWAY 


For 


operat 


Ru 


MANUFACTURED BY THOMAS FRENCH & SONS LTD., CHESTER ROAD, MANCHESTER AS 


56-162 xt € 
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SEMASTIC 


iNSTALLATION SERVICE 


@ ALBA FLOORING CO. LTD. ®@ J A. HEWETSON & CO LTD. @ HOLLIS BROS. LTD. @ HORSLEY SMITH & CO. (HAYES) LTO 
@ PILKINGTON’S ASPHALTE CO. LTD @ SEMTEX LTD. @ THE LIMMER & TRINIDAD LAKE ASPHALT CO. LTD. 


@ THE PENMAENMAWR & TRINIDAD LAKE ASPHALT CO. LTD @ THE WESTERN TRINIDAD LAKE ASPHALT CO. LTD. 


HE ARCHITEE \ M 1 
y's power station A eu 
| DUNLOP GROUP) a 
' ecify Semastic Decorative Tik | s one of a i 
‘emastic Decorative Tiles are « economical 
fort | to | tal have « ng 
Plant d they have a pl t “feel” under. 
¢ ler | bled oolours 


THE ARO HITLOCT Ma 


we keep 


Ww hen we promise te 


deliver 200 staircases or 2.000 


window frames, or whatever it. is. on 
a certain day that’s the date vou’ll re 
them. And theyll be made of course. up to the 


standard vou expect from Boulton & Paul 


BOULTON & PAUL LTD. 


NORWICH NDON BIRMINGHAM 
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That arresting whiteness 


1OF WHITE that catches the eve, that compels 

r this reason that the architect and builder 

mut architectural features to which 

ised for producing renderings, facings, terrazzo and 
It has all the virtues of normal grey cement and 


pure white 


SNOWY CRETE ) WHITE PORTLAND CEMENT 


“THE CEMENT MARKETING COMPANY LIMITED 
POR AND USI OTHILL STREET. LONDON, S.W.1 Pele phone ABBEY 


ENARTH 400 
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THE “JARMAN” FLUSH DOOR 


PATENT APPLIED FOR 


FREE OF 


Sulla Kalle 
Wy Y 
LICENCE 
’ 4 4s 
+ 
SCIENTIFIC 
4a 
Hiege Block (( INSTRUCTIC 
a 
Solid 
NE Here. at last. is the Flush Doos 
i | which wil neet every cnitect 
| equire ra 1s st i 
rol Iwood ( 
Preformed plywood required 
Core  blements 
bx 
the Jarman | the 
, strenatl of the door 
Sce Full Size tror pre | t 
Detail Below < des ned 
mi Strength ane iit 
iv 
fe 
Plywood or various tvpes t ¢ 
, 
| WSITLO Boarding sult e 
pee "4 mim S mim oF Pa The st 
Lech | | Plywood »ybtainable witt itive 
Skin 
Veneered Surtace p shed is 
required 
| i] \ PRODUCTION OF 


DRYTONE 
JOINERY LTD. 


ANGEL FACTORY COLONY, ANGEL ROAD, 
EDMONTON, LONDON, N.18 


leley rOTTENHAM 
7 
2 — 


| 
| 
FULL SIZE DETAIL OF 
\ PREFORMED PLYWOOD 


CORT ELEMEN ji 
SFCTION 


| oF VITAL INTEREST 
To AND LOCAL <= 
AUTHORITIES 


Underside of 
StelconAnchor Steel 
Plate showing the 
53 Anchors which 
grip the concrete 


STELCON 


IF 


RDS 


(INDUSTRIAL 


INN 


FLOORS) 


The exceptional qualities of 
STELCON floors are helping pro- 
duction in a great many factories 
because they enable important 
savings to be made in a variety of 


ways. We hope, therefore, you will 


bring your flooring problems to us, 


when our experience will be placed 


at your disposal 


Section of a Stelcon 
Clad 


which shows clearly 


Steel Flag 


its great density. 


LIMITED 


LONDON, 


| 
7 
INDUSTRIAL FLOORS 
— 
Telephone HOLborn 2916 q 
- | | a 
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Insulation 
by 


M~T M~ 
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PLIEO FOR 


An engineering job 
ECONOMIC : COMPETITIVE 


Enquiries invited. 


‘he MERCHANT TRE 


COLUMBIA HOUSE, 69, ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2 
Telephone: HOLborn 3291 (5 lines). elegrams: Themetraco, Est 


The Bratt 


he Bratt Co 


bran Inciner 
s. Each ope 

if n 

xp 


it 


it 


Ma 1940 1? 


Colbran Cloakroom Incinerator 


in efficient hygienic service for the destruction of sanitary towels and small 


ntense heat for three minutes, completely reducing the contents 
erator also saves the annoyance of blocked drains. Initial cost 


| work reliably in continuous use. The finish is white vitreous 


Bratt Colbran 


BRATI 


COLBRAN 


LIMITED 


MORTIMER STREET LONDON Wt TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 9411 
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We PLASTER 

few CEMENT 

yew CONCRETE 

yew ASBESTOS 

yew PATENT 
WALL BOARD 


PLASTER 
Ne" BoaRD 


DURAMATT is unaffected by the chemical action in any of these materials and allows é 
moisture in the walls to come through without risk of saponification or flaking. Effiorescent Salts can be 
washed off without damaging the paint film. 


MAY BE APPLIED DIRECT TO 
THESE SURFACES WITHOUT 


PRIMING OR SEALING 


DURAMATT cuts cost because one coat only direct to wall surface is necessary to give a solid 
lasting finish which may be repeatedly washed. Further coats may safely be applied if desired. 


DURAMATT remarkable light diffusing properties and power of obliteration make it the ideal 
finish for interior decoration on old or new work, particularly for housing schemes, schools, 
hospitals, public buildings, etc. 


DURAMATT is inert, non-poisonous and hygienic and is available in white and twelve lovely 
pastel shades all of which are fast to lime, alkali, etc. 


CONDENSATION DOES WOT FORM OW ANY POROUS SURFACE DECORATED WITH DURAMATT 


Write for trade prices and shade cards 
FLEETWOOD PAINTS LIMITED, PRINCE STREET DEPTFORLI LON N E.8 
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ay 
— 
but what a difference a Bolton 
Collapsible shutter gate would have made in 
situation like this Their constant ease of 
j yperation would be an asset in any age, and 
q | CA ] to-day they are available cither hand, powe 
re lai rav-operated Suitable for all types of 
openings from the smallest counter grille 
to hangar doors 30 ft. high and 200 ft. wide 
Literature available on request 
+} 
3 
+ 
| 


GATES 


London Office: 248, Perth Road, Ilford, Essex 


Once a Dampcourse is inserted a wall it should be there for ail time it cannot easily be renewed It's 
essential, therefore, that the Dampcourse should be of the highest quality to withstand the ravages of time 
BESTOS"’ Asbestos Damp rse has an entirely mineral base of asbestos fibre saturated and coated with 
neral bitumen It is unaffected by heat, cold, chemical atmosphere or varying climatic conditions Being 
all mineral it is rot-proof and almost imperishable 


The cost of Dampcourse in a building is relatively small : it is accordingly wise to insert the best ** BESTOS.”’ 


D. ANDERSON & SON LTD. - STRETFORD - MANCHESTER 


Roach Road, Old Ford, London, €E.3. Also at Belfast, Birmingham, Glasgow, Leeds and Nottingham. 


OLTON ATE COMPANY LIMITED BOLTON LANCS~ 
| ordinary damn; 
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APAC PRODUCTS 


for decoration 
DEXAPAC Oil-Bound Water Paint 


The oil-bound flat wall finish for interior and exterior 
use where the highest grade work 1s required. Made 
under controlled conditions by a patented process 
giving ease of application combined with faultless 
appearance 


DEZWYTE Zinc White 
U ndercoating 
A first-class) general purpose undercoating of 


maximum covering power It is easy to apply and 
gives a good foundation for the final coat 


APAC Durable Gloss Paint 


Especially suitable for the home decorator It is 
easy to apply and dries with a hard glossy surface 
Obtainable in an attractive colour range 


KEMAPAC Enamel 


Kemapac, a new enamel finish, is specially designed 
for the exteriors of houses, factories, schools and 
public buildings. It dries in 8-10 hours to give a 
tough, resistant film, far exceeding hard gloss paints 
in durability and covering power 


ALLIED PAINTS & GHEMICALS LTD 


WHARFDALE ROAD, TYSELEY, BIRMINGHAM 11 


CARRON CASKETTE COOKER 


This is a Carron product madk 
by modern Carron processes 
embodying the Carron tradition 
for tine workmanship begun in 


1759 


CARRON COMPANY 


CARRON - FALKIRK 
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HIRE PLANT 
Wherever big constructio 
progress there, more often tf « 
b= found units of WARD'S HIRE FLEET or 
active service. The South Bank Sche 
the 1951 Festival of Britair 
as Our photograph shows 
WARDS maintair arge fleet 
ntractors plant t Sheffield gow 
ndon and Britor Ferry At ea e 
Jepots all types of equipment 
and nanned by sk ed opera € eadily 
available for the hundre 
nmmon to any nstr 
When you want Plant Hire SERVICE ge 
n touch with WARDS ' 
SHEFFIELD LONDON 
Albion Works, Savile Street Thames R i 
Templeboro’ Works. Tinsley N 
GLASGOW S. WALES 3 
Fore treet, Scorst t 
f 


At 
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peeialists 


HE SUPPLY OF 


DOORS 


SHARP BROS. & KNIGHT LID. BuRTON-ON-TRENI 


London Office: Lion House - Red Lion St - Richmond - Surrey Phone RIChmond 0165 (2 lines) 


Combining Beauty with Durability 


Anti-Rugine, a scientiically prepared metallic rust-proof paint 


the finest anti-corrosive obtainable today 


It is damp-proof, acid, alkaline and heat resisting, and can be sup 


plied in Natural Grey, Red, Silver-Grey, Black and Greet 


Possessing quick drying and hardening qualities without losing 
elasticity, Anti-Rugine, unlike bituminous products, ca ) 


painted with Glynto Enamel or Bloomsbury Hard Glos 


Ask for descriptive literature 


CHARLES TURNER & LTD. 


BLOOMSBURY HOUSE, 165 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 
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SHOPFRONTS 
INTERIOR 
- F | 7 T | N G S 
° 
ELECTRICAL 
INSTALLATION 
pe 
INTERIOR 
ECORATION 
4 
| 
| 
4 
DOLCIS IN LEICESTER SQUARE 
THE WORK TO THE SHOPFRONT, INTERIOR oe 3 
FITTINGS AND DECORATIONS IN THIS WELL . a 
KNOWN STORE WAS ENTRUSTED TO 
R ORGANISATION FAITHFULLY INTER- : 
PRETS ARCHITECTS’ SCHEMES ALL 
BRANCHES OF SHOP AND STORE FITTING cee i 
WHICH ARE DEALT WITH IN A SPEEDY in Se 
AND EFFICIENT MANNER ALL OUR he = 
REPRESENTATIVES ARE TECHNICAL EXPERTS 4 
AND ARE AT YOUR SERVICE ih 
; PHOTOS BY OURTESY OF MESSRS. DOLCIS SHOE CO 
HEAD OFFICE ELLIS E. SOMAKE, F.R.I.B.A 
» HORN LANE, LONDON, W.3 STAFF ARCHITECT TO DOLCIS SHOE COMPANY 
A. DAVIES & CO. (sHopritters) LTD.’ est. 1999 ACOrn 3444 j 
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“THAT'S OUR NEW WORKS 
SPORTS PAVILION OVER 
THERE—ALL THE PARTITIONS. 
LOCKERS AND FITTINGS 
WILL BE STEEL-— 


} OF COURSE“ 
(“for Export! | 


Design, ,fabricate and erect 


Donald Clerk & Son Limited 


and all types of steel structures 


STRUCTURAL 
STEELWORK 


Main Workshop, Queenslie industrial Estate, Scottish 
industrial Estores Ltd 

— — 

eventeen Standard Factory Bays, Queensiie Industria! 

Estate, Scottish Industrial Estotes Ltd. 


CALEDONIA 
RUTHERG : 


t 
Telephone Rutherglen 220! (7 lines) 


| A 
|| 
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9] 
\ 
FAA 
Sankey-Sheldon Limited, 46 Cannon St. London. le | 
| 
| 
LEGS 
. 
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another job well done... wit PARSONS PAINT 


Parsons paints were used ex vely tnr k t the interior of the new modern Dolcis Shoe Salon in Leicester 


jare For top-quality obs specify Pars paints for a types of interior and exterior surfaces—from our 
standard range of colours r matched t tomers wn requirements Our Technical Service Department 
W help yc with your ¢ ble ind we w be delighted to send you tint cards 
PARSOLIN ENAMEL PAINT UNICOTE FLAT WALL FINISH 
Mardc-wearing nign gioss for te r and ex For interior walls, ready-for-use t dries with a 
work hard matt surface that may be repeatedly washed 
PARLYTE WATER PAINT A washable 


paste-form, superior 


rage water paint 


Thos. Parsons & Sons Lid 


Makers of Varnishes and Fine Colours since 1802 


r St., London, W l Mayfair 79 nes). Works: MITCHAM, Surrey. Tel.: Mitcham 2944 (9 lines) 


Branche Birmingha araift blir Ed nburgt Glasgow Manchester and Plymouth 


] 
oil-bound water pa 
finish to the ave 
70 Grosve nc 
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“RIPPER | NEW SHOE SHOP 
| Are. d d Leicester Sq., for the 
(standard poicis sHor co 
windows | Architect: Ellis Somake, F.R.I.B.A 
to €J/mA | (Illustrated in this issue) 
and The fitted CARPETS 
specifications 1] 
‘ and CURTAINS were 
supplied by 
=F. G. MINTER 
| (DECORATIONS) 
4, BUCKINGHAM GATE 
* A typical LONDON, 8.W.1. Tel: VICTORIA 9374-6 
showing the alternative | 
glaming ar rangements es A 
the entire range 7 \ 
TESTS 
The neatly rounded Prove that if the “NEW DAY” Switches 
Arrises on these frames i: being installed to-day are operated ten times 2 
typifes a characteristic : daily for 100 years their acuon will sull be 2 
Ripper as smooth, quiet and positive as when new. 2 


thought and care 
applied to all our 


pr oductions 


RIPPERS Limited 


IN their resolve 
to make available 
for domestic in- 
stallations a really 
good switch match. 
ing the greatly im- 
proved standards 
officially set for 
POST-WAR HOUSING, New Day faced 
the problem of eliminating the wear too fre- 
quently responsible for the premature failure of 
conventional designs. 

They solved the problem by the use of BALL BEARINGS. 


The res $s a switch with a nfinite m a a fe an 
. elect performar apacity for overload several times 
earance which reflects the meticulous care applied throughe- 
LONDON — 9 Southampton Place (Suite 16) W.C./ You are invited to write for samples t 
TELEPHONE CHAncery 83067 NEW DAY ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES LTD 


MARY ST., BIRMINGHAM 12 
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double - glazing || units 


are now available 


for early delivery 


HERMETICALLY SEALED 


IMPROVED THERMAL 


AND SOUND INSULATION 


REDUCTION OF DRAUGHTS 


REDUCES CHANCE OF CONDENSATION 


EASILY INSTALLED 


ONLY TWO SURFACES TO CLEAN 


PRESENT MAXIMUM SIZE 80” x 80” 


hannels 


nical icts about and 

partment, St leph ne ‘He or visit our West End Offic ond Shor vrooms Va) 
"Sele yn H use, Cleveland Row, St. Fame .) Ww" 1, Telephone Whitehall 5672 PRY 


ULIGHT™ ts the r 


eguitered trade mark of 


Building N M 7 

| 

| 

PILKINGTON BROTHERS LTD. sr. tetens. tancs 


MATTHEW HAL 


LOCKED-STITCH SOLID 
BRAIDED COTTON\ 


Send for sample ond particulars 


opery, BIRMINGHAM 


Yours the problem- 


Harveys the answer! 


4 AA 


Biel Ori, BNZ 2 i! 


Whenever it is a question as 
to “Where to get’ Wire Work of 
every description, and for all 
purposes—remember Harveys. 
Their “Harco” products are 
especially designed for use in 
Factories and Schools. 


Amongst the many “Harco’ 
products made, especial atten- 
tion is drawn to Lockers, 
Cloak-room Fittings, Partitions, 
Lift Enclosures, Radiator and 
Pipe Covers, Machinery and 
Belt Guards 

Send for Catalogue .... A.725. 


G.A.Warvey & Co. (London) Ltd. Woolwich Ruad, London. 
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RED HEART WHITE HEARTS, 
SASH CORD 
BRITISH MADE FROM THE WORLD'S BEST COTTON-—LASTS A M 
AN G. E. MEWIS, LTD., Midland R 
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Church Commiussione 


It Cathedral town 


( athedralis a 
sures ar ipart f 

vy be put and that 
that nally intend 


ind purse-string hol 


RIPE OLD AGE 


x" FENTION on the preservation of architectural upon us to maintain as we recerve them It is no 
£ heritage has again been focused by some ob good crying over the neglect of the past or the Gilbert 
servations of Dr. Selwyn, the Dean of Winchester Scottish and Cromwellian clearances and destructions 


oe partial repairs have b cal | it to the what we have to determine is what 1s really archite: 
fabric of his Cathedral and in ¢ thanks for the ture and, therefore, visual heritage and what 1s not 
successful issue the Dear minds us that this sort If the “ active’ life of a building is over and, like 
of thing cannot go on ad infinitun even a Cathedral, cannot all be adopted, in the present 
Buildings do not get younger and as they get older for any other purpose, what is it?) An empty shell 
ind are neglected through long periods of war or ol only fit for museum show (if preserved) or for reduc 
pseudo-bankruptcy, the greater a1 re serious ar tion to the status of a ruin (if allowed so to become 
the necessities for repair and unt ¢ Costs Ruins are also “ visual” and have considerable charm 
ifter each successive war or other inflationary period, and philosophic and poetic merit. Large numbers of 
go up and never seem to return to 1 levels. En a particular sort of space-occupying building about the 
jowments and increments, whether stablished by place may mean that, in the present state of our purses 
contract or voluntary matters little for the moment we must decide which members of a group are really 
ire worth less or continually are reduced in numbe:i great architecture and visually worthy and can be de 
So our old monuments suffer moted to the ruin category 
Who would be a Dean 1n charge of the fabric of an After all, how long is it possible, reasonably, to 
English Cathedral, to have as primary duty, the preserve a building? Till it is all a “new 
problem of solving so impossible a1 lation, with so building with every stock and store renewed 
many unknowns and so many minus gns, to make it so often that, though in general mass it is the building 
Id an intelligible answe we think we know, the edifice ts really of us and not 
Whose is this heritage anyhow he Church—at — of the past Here, of course re-enters the old contro 
has changed much since these Cathedrals were erected — versy of the rival camps of “ repair” and “ reconst: 


tution.” 


ors r th r ot rol 
administrators [or sla I" Even so, who should answer these questions and 
rs the states watching Drie! haying answered them who shall meet the costs of 
carrving out the resultant programme of conservation 
so. oft ti nt } 

; ’ f, sav, in one sphere only, our Cathedrals? Dr. Sel 
ab Cie av wyn suggested the State should help; though he 
ungs, these numents of brick ems to support indirect assistance through some sort 

PI 

of “ Pilgrim’ “Trust.” There must, in other words, 
ur nation t tag he no wedge-end for a greater or a total control of 
id our oth chitectura) the Church by the State! We must not forget that 

m any use to which tl ma France, Italy and Switzerland have solved this ques 
ise ma t bly fror tlon in more or less completeness Is it not about 

1, ar 7 ts from tk time that the architects, the historians, the Govern 


Church got together round a table and 
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decided what we really mean by a “ National Monu- 
ment national architectural inheritance—and 
when some basis for discussion is evolved then per- 
haps some determination can be made as to who shall 
do and who shall pay. As the Dean reminded us, there 
are such things as tourists with dollars in their pockets 

though we are sure he did not mean to suggest that 
Cathedrals should become merely items in an export 
industry, hidden or otherwise 


* * 


S” the latest contribution to the fate of the private 
architect is to be made by one of the Metropoli 
tan Boroughs. The Housing Committee for Chelsea 


recommended its Council that in future flats { 


ana 
houses shall be designed and supervised by th 
Borough Engineer, who is to be authorised to increas 
his architectural staff to the tune of £1,g0o a vear: 
Le., we suppose, by about three extra qualified archi 
tectural assistants. Further, the Committee propose 

it says, to save £2,600 in fees within the next five 
vears 


We are not told, in the reports before us, whether 
this “saving” includes office rent, rates, light, heat 
cleaning, taxes, telephones, capital amounts and de 
preciation for equipment and so on, or whether it 
includes a proportion of the salaries of other depart 
mental staff who help with this extra work or a pro 
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portion of the salaries of the extra inspect t 


Government and district iditors a t s whict 


may be involved. The pr 


more than designs on bits of paper and ¢ 
to know it is so, for they ha 1 
known and highly qualified archit 

of manv vears— and for flats 


Ihe same Housing Committ 


tume in the preparatior na pp 


saved and that it (the Committe: . 
press wishes and opinions on propos t 
the various stages, we hope it w \\ 
forward with great interest, if not 
the results of th nt-designing of flat ( 
muttee and the staff 

When will local aut! 
pulling together on al 
possibli contributions—-publ pr t 
tral that result Wii tla 
worthy, economical and p | | t I 
tionalisation and erection of artit 
posed by the Chelsea committ ul 
‘economies not ¢ 
ing or any other problen 1} 


Committee mentions the R.I.B.A 


wonder what that body has to sa 


Report went to tl B ivh 


22nd of this month whe 


A better photo than the one previously published of the mode 


the Lenin H S Progress 


of the 26 storey Moscow University now 
we are told, is rapid 
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HAVI Dee adie shat 4 
Designers in Britain, 2 hy 


Mi 


LA 
| he S v of Industrial Artists is a prepa 
g Desig Brita < yea 
lat year of years, 1951 
I S.1L.A., ba Ked D0 ie i 


lesig rs The selection committee i ( nmercia 
Des Leonard Beaum ind Ly 

Lamt Industrial Desigt M Garay Alc 
H ind R. D. Russel 


COLOUR DICTIONARY 


Jack? Oddly ul gave 


up ecause | could find no o vn t Vhat the 


ed and eve \ 

i icxed wil il i 
the BS Xa 

Jack Red is CC a <a i th 
R f St. Geor il St. P k R f 
3 ind Army Scar R | la 
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WHOSE BATH WATER DO YOU DRINK ? 


| FIND it reasingly difficult t ih 
It f | 


ta illeged Ma 


age interview of twenty minutes for two people, the 
tual collecting of material must have taken some four 
housand man-hours, witch, as all keen young architects 
know, is equivalent to the time taken to erect I forget 
ust how many traditional houses 

I find the report lacking in wit but full of uncon 
scious humour. The mnpression | gain from it ts that 
f you have no built-in bath you are unworthy to be 
British or a gentleman All the same, some quite civ! 


lised countries seem to rub along well enough without 


baths at all, and in some not so civilised countries It Is 
nsidered highly insanitary and even irreligious to wash 
n a container of sull water 
As an objective report this publication leaves prac 
tically no stone unturned and makes one realise that 
there is plenty of room for improvement 


INDISPENSABLE ELLEN 


4 LLEN Schoendorff, who for the past three years has 
“ been preparing the reference sheets for the Informa- 
tion Bulletin of the Association for Planning and 
egional Reconstruction, has left for America, where she 
work for the Town and Country Planning Section 
f the United Nations Department of Social Affairs 
There is at present no one to carry on her specialised 
work. In view of this and the falling off of subsecrip 
ons, the Board of A.P.R.R. have decided to discon- 
tinue publication of the Bulletin after the March issue 
Miss Schoendorff served for some time on a Study 


where she proved most useful 


H AVE you ever tried to specify t f 4 Group of the R.LB.A. Architectural Science Board, 


SOCIETY OF MURAL PAINTERS 
TH! RE is much talk just now, and at least one 


summer school impends, on the subject of the inter- 
relation of architecture, painting and sculpture. Archt- 
ts and others who are interested will have an oppor- 
tunity to discover something of the capabilities of lis 
ng mural painters and the scope and probable cost of 
their work at an exhibition to be held by the Society of 
Mural Painters, under the auspices of the Arts Council, 
at the New Burlington Galleries from April 17 The 
exhibition will later tour the country 
I regret that | am somewhat deficient in apprecia- 
ion of mural painting, finding the work of the popular 
nasters in general highly disagreeable I shall, how- 
er, look forward to this exhibition in the hope that I 
nay be persuaded by it to see the light 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


TH Bishop of Coventry ts reported to have said re 
cently that no decision had yet been reached as to 
whether the competition for the new cathedral should 
be confined to British and Dominion architects or thrown 
pen to competitors from all over the world. I am no 
thumping nationalist, but | must confess that I am a little 
put out by this statement The bishop is reported to 
have continued that the view is held by many people 
that the best developments in modern architecture are 
© be found in France and Italy, and that there were 
hopes that in France, where the great tradition of Eng- 
lish medieval architecture had its origin, might be found 
in architect of genius who had a feeling for Gothic and 
yet might create something entirely new belonging 


ya new Well, there certainly MIGHT be, but all 
Mm cathedrals were built a terrible long t.me 
igo, My Lord Bishop. I remain of the opinion 


that we should do our own reconstruction 
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commercial and industrial designe ‘ not 
they are members of the S.1LA., to sul rk for the 
ynsideration of the selection Full cond 
t s can be obtained from The Editor, Peter Ray, . 
S.LA., 7 Woburn Square, Lond WwW Work sul 
nitted nust have designed Lx HOW 194% 
f quantity production Not more in ten designs 
ca ted ¢ i of 
a 
correct colours were The British (¢ ir ¢ neil has q 
OW | juced a dictionary of colours f t r (and 4 
I suppose exterior) decorat N re 4 
wh pe twelve is it a 
rs in the Dictionar it q 
rporated the dict ry ha | 1 by 4 
i i ola Ifa pr uct 
n is limited to 7,000 cop ust there- 
_ fore hurry if you want a coy \ juiries to 
Phe British Colour Council, 13 Por in Square, W.1 
ae 
qu I ed 
and sober-minded bodies seem t me un- 
test outfit to fall into tempta Ministry of 
Works, which in National Building Study Special Report 
i p eda i ng. 
ind i p walter a ing | x j 
et | book | “to 
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PRINTING EXHIBITION 
THR Ef 


weeks ago | commented on the C.D 


THE ARCHITEC] 


further ruin Mecklenburg Square, | personally shall not 


feel encouraged to cont 


ute. I have 


* Design in Business Printing ” Exhibition and con- London House as rganisat Dut the p 10 
gratulated its unnamed designer who, | have since dis- Duitldings with steel fram 1 medieval ex S is 
covered, was Mr. K. G. Chapman, MS.LA., A.R.C.A My Opinion not the way to thank anyone compe 
of Davy & Chapman. The exhibition is. | understand ale young men for nable t 4In places a 
being well attended and will go on tour on April 12 Oxtord or Cambridge 


HASTINGS NET HOUSES 
|! Is proposed to extend the Hastings promenade to the 


cast Chis would involve the destruction of the terior desig 
remainder of the tarred timber net houses which have HinoU it the opening of 
been the cause of more third-rate water-colours than Submitted on April 4, a 


anything else in’ England excepting possibly Clovelly 
High Street. This in itself is scarcely sufficient reason 
for pulling down a unique group of buildings, but the 
fact is that if something is not done about them soon 
they will fall down To pull them down merely to re- 
place them with a promenade is a sad alternative, but 
timber is too scarce to justify the large scale repairs 
which are necessary. The progress of the seaside pro- 
menade which is destined eventually to encircle ou 
island must not be delayed: there will be a mild protest, 


PUB DESIGN COMPETITION 
TH results of the Archite 


Museum The exhibition 
April 28, will be held in the | 
floor to the left of the mait trance The w 
will also be exhibited at the Brewers 

In October 


BELFAST HOUSING 
[> i recent le to The Times Mr. Terence 


pointed out that Northern Ireland rents ¢ 
kept down by building smaller houses. He also stat 


| 


designs Exhibitior 


nning 


ed 


someone will organise a preservation fund, the houses that although the reduction of standards of accommo 
will be pulled down and only photographs and those dation is distasteful, vide an answer to a part 
water-colours will be left. In Sweden it would be dif of the housing problem. It will be interesting to see 
ferent, some of the net houses would be taken down and for how long the Ministry of Health will stick to its 


re-erected in the great open-air museum at Skansen 
Perhaps something similar could be done at Hastings 


NATIONAL THANKSGIVING FUND 


present standards 


bevond the 


which seem to me to be ¢ 


resources of the 


country to maintain 


CHELSEA AND 1951 


TH Lord Mayor of London’s National Thanksgiving [' is a pity that the Festival of Brita becomit 
Fund was launched at the Guildhall some days ago more and more a political ue. Chelsea, having 
The object is to provide facilities in this country for failed to reach the ¢ up Final, is making up for it by 
Commonwealth and American students as a— thank taking it out of Mr. Morrison by boycotting the Fes 
offering for the millions of food parcels sent to this — tiva One councillor referred to the Festival as “a 
country during and since the war. In spite of generous © monument to Morrison’s mismanageme! ind another 


Royal Patronage there have been mutterings about the 


was “proud that Chelsea should lead the way in this 


appeal in the provinces and in one or two places it has censure.” It was stated by the Socialist pposition that 
been turned down flat. One can argue all ways about — suggestions for the Festival were inexpens such as 
almost any appeal, and I do not propose to join in the — the tidying up of streets, posting of signs and the mark 


fray, but if, as T understand is the case, some of the 
money ts to be used to extend London House and still 


ing of places of It seems absurd to object to 


such proposals, especially when they are things which 


NEWS 


The Minister 


vision should be m 


considers that pro 
de tor an increase 


of the present population ol 


OF THE WEEK 


Corby New Tow n t this 18 the case the Ministe Wi 
conside whethe i further order 
The Minister of Town and Count ould be mad 
Planning has decided on a New Tow Ma shad te . N tow s 
it Corby, Northants, following the Provide Tor an increase ot 
public inquiry which was held at ‘ om the expa 
Corby on November 29 and 30. 1949 Stewarts and Lloyds work 
He has approved the draft designa t the new town must 
tion order but has ide important Pel only housing but the 
modifications designed to safeguard ceeded to 
land of major importance for agricul yr on of this size. Consideratn 
ture and tronstone working. This in “ Iso be given to the provision 
volves reduction of e de e pro ent for those proyed 
from 3,550 acres to about cres the steel works 


Rome Scholarship in Archi- 


4 


tecture, 195] 
40,000) but he is aware that so sub 
Stunts i! al reduction in the re | 
designated will complicate the task of British Schoo 
the Development Corporation The certa 
reservation s howeve nade the petit 
mice, President Minister's decision letter th SI. Candidate 


L.M.B.A., in 1942, who becomes Mayor 
of Westminster on May 25 


the Develon ent Corporation s 


plan is available, it becon 
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| HE French Ideal Home Exhibi i 4 
tion had only a small arcnite 3 
tur. section but cmmtaining tu \ 
really interesting a full size 
flat from the le Cit 
Radieuse, already published in the Salle: 
\. & B.N., and a Jean Prouve pre 4 
= Z 
Prouve, which can be put together : 
The LOU SE welghs ipout§ three 
rs wers O+4 square metres and 
extended required iddu q 
The house, which stands or 
eel scaffolding, is made up of 
’ luminiun The roc sa 
dluminiun Factors roductior q 3 
j 
Tese? Tice Me Te luced 
Re nstruction has isked leT id 3 
f rhe nstruction plant unde? 
ke the manufacture of 
wd 
Dozens of visitors to the Exhil | 
n asked if tt would he possible 72. q : 
hy soctet ha fused statiy ‘ i. 
that at the moment the will 
rete 4 
he ontyv otnet nterestin exnul gv 
is a series of models showir _* y 
plannwu rojects for France ~ H 
n Britta neludt rient, ¢ 
he Min cry Re nstructior 4 é 
‘ sponsible for the stand : 


R.LB.A. or one of its recognized 
equivalents. Applications for admis- 
sion will be examined by the Faculty 
and not more than twelve candidates 
will be chosen to take part in the first 
stage of the competition, which will 
consist of a 32 hour “en loge ™ test to 
be held in London. On the result of 
this test will be chosen the candidates 
to compete in the final stage of the 
competition for which a separate pro 
gramme will be set and in which there 
will be no “en loge” examination 
Candidates will be given not more than 
twelve weeks to complete their designs 
in their own time and place 

Applications for admission to the 
competition must be sent not later than 
October 16, 1950, to the Hon. General 
Secretary, British School at Rome, | 
Lowther Gardens, Exhibition Road 
London, $.W.7, from whom full part: 
culars may be obtained 


Diploma in Town 


Planning 
The following applicants having 


passed the qualifying Examination 
have been awarded the R.I.B.A. Dip 
loma in Town Planning: Brian W. B 
Ball, David K. Graham-Cumming 
Clive R. W. Peake, Paul H. G. Rexilius 
Roy D. Thornley, AA.R.I.B.A 


M.o.W. London Regional 
Office to Close 


The London Regional Director ot 
the Ministry of Works (Capt. C. H 
Kitchin, R.M., retd.), relinquishes his 
appointment on March 31, 1950. On 
that date the London Regional Office, 
2/19 Cornwall Terrace, Regent's Park, 
N.W.1, ceases to function as a 
Regional Office 

Regional services directly 
the Building and Civil Engineering 
Industries in London, such as assist 
ance to contractors in) provision of 
plant and plant hire, and questions of 
building materials, will handled 
from headquarters at Lambeth Bridge 
House Building Controls, including 
Licensing, Registration, Programmes 
and Statistics, will remain at 17 Corn 
wall Terrace (Tel. Museum $030) 

The London Regional Building and 


affecting 


be 


Civil Engineering Joint Committee 
(renamed the London Building and 
Civil Engineering Joint Committee) 


will be under the chairmanship of a 
senior official of the Ministry at Lam 
beth Bridge House 


OBITUARY 


The death occurred on March 20 
of Mr. Alexander James Morrison 
registered architect, of Aberdeen 

The death occurred on March 23 
of George Gunn, A.R.1LBA., of Glas- 
gow, aged 77 
; The death has been announced of 
Mr. Samuel J. Stainton, F.R.1B.A.. of 


Birmingham Mr. Stainton 
partner in the firm of Cherrington and 
Stainton, and President of the 
Birmingham and Five Counties A.A. 1n 
1947 and 1948 


Was a 


was 


THE 


Employment of 
Architectural Stall tor 
Future Housing 
Development 


At the meeting of Chelsea Borough 


Council on March 22, the following 
report by the Staff and Genera! Pur 
poses Committee was considered and 
the recommendation agreed by the 


Council. 
We have considered a report Dy the 
Housing Committee on the architec 
tural staff required for future work or 
housing schemes already approved 
the Council which could be carried out 
under the supervision and direction ot 


the Borough Engineer and Surveyor 
as Opposed to the employment ol 
private firms of architects 

We are informed _ thai f the 


Hortensia Road, Lucan Place and Elm 
Park Gardens housing schemes, which 
are to be undertaken during the next 
five years, are planned and directed 5y 
the Borough Engineer Surveyor 
among other advantages 1 
the Council will be a 
ing On architects’ fees, together with a 
stepping up of the time taken in the 
preparation and approval of 
addition, the Council will 
easily to express its 
opinions on proposed designs in 

their various stages The Housing 
Committee have expressed confidence 


and 


considerable say 


be able m« 


wishes ind 


that the Borough Engineer and Sur 
vevor, with the necessary technica 
assistance, can, and will, design flats 


which will conform with the high stan 
dard of design and amenity aimed at 
by the Council and which at the same 
time will give every satisfaction to tl 
occupiers and ratepayers of Chelsea 

If the foregoing 
adopted, the total extra 
will amount to approximately £1,900 
per annum when the staff have reache 
the maximum their appro 
priate grades, but we are informed that 
this figure is some £2,600 
iVerage annual 
five vears which would be incurred 


proposals 


salaries 


salaries in 
iess than t! 


cost during the next 


the work were done by archite iid 
in accordance with R.1I.B.A. scales. The 
additional cost in salaries ne 


during 


how 
We a 


development of the 


next financial year 
mated to be £1,750 
in favour of the 
foregoing housing under the 
direct supervision of the Borough | 


Is eS 


thereto 
Hererlors 


schemes 


gineer and Surveyor, rather than by the 
employment of private architects 

We consider that Mr. H. I Pearce 
L.R.L.B.A.. M.Inst.R.A. (Architectura 
ind Town Planning Assistant) should 
become responsible to the Boroug 
Engineer and Surveyor for the cont 
of the architectural staff of the Bor , 
Engineer and Survevor’s Departme 
ind that he should be granted ar 
crease in salary in consideration of t 
additional responsibilities which wi 
devolve upon him. We » consid 
that three other architect iSSISI t 
sheuld be engaged immed ely 

As no provision for this expendit 
was included in the annual estimat 


we have asked the Finance Comn 
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oO suomil supplemental estimates [o 
£1,750 anc subdjec the cone 
renee 
We rec end 
I M H I Pearce 
L.K.LBA M.Inst.R.A edesig 
ited ( Nile Architec i and Towr 
Planning Assistant d e respo 
sible to the Be Engineee ind 
Survevi tne of the 
tectural s of the B gh Enginee 
Surve s Department d that 
ne ve egarded Grade 
VIII of e Nation +a sycaies, pro 
ceeding nediate iximum 
of Mal grade per i 
s Lon welg 

That authority give r the 
ssue Of advertisements inviting appli 
catio tne I 1ddit on 
ippointments 

a A tectural Assistant—API 
Grade V (£520-—£570 per a m pilus 
London veighting 600 isimun 

Se Architec Draughts 
nan APT Grade IV £525 
noun s Lone Veighting 

) J ‘ A tec D ghts 

APT Grade Il 
int gnting 
£495 1X 
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\rchitects Representation inger Ones Doth at and recently 


el i.& BN I would be stimu 
S I notice in your issue of Marc i d heiptul to both the old and 
de he heading « Eve ( ¥ and would help to keep alive 
( ents: Build he New P; enthusiasm and vigour 
ent you state that architec ire whic ve associate with the Liverpool! 
epresented P iment particularily with its great 
Although | have. personally pped c d leader, the late Sir Charles 
prachising live Re 
ected wit of the cl \W d all present and old students 
tect p ding to attend this :naugural 
dust d I supp« I spe d ease keep this time free and 
1 time will en iS ac g Hon 
one iy OF the A latters Sec he Society wit N 
importance that occur | an ways J}. Asla or this occasion, and will 
ready to take up, either by means < et : w ot all further arrange 
persona co act wit! e M ste 
concerned or DY questions the 1 am, etc 
House WILLIAM CRABTREI 
Having gd a pretly extensive prac 
otlner ¢ les, ONe IS to Dri he ka r of A. & B.N 
i vide wiedge the suodjec S have to-day sent the tollow 
fo Dear On these matters j ‘ to the Lord Mayor of 
lam etc | do 
ALFRED C. Bossom The sketches of the proposed de 


Corsham Summer School ent of Mecklenburgh Square 


ul ot the great 
he Editor of A. & B.N, Nat " Thanksgiving Fund you 

Sir In your otherwise kindly note ched-—were a bitter disap 
he Bath Academy—A Inte ent W hey were published 

ional Summer Sct it ¢ s! t Pre esterda 
you say that the “object of the exe Suc dings insincere and 
Cis 3% examine and discuss hk ire unworthy of the spirit 
« ting d sculpture ‘ de promoting the 
pp oO arc re What t d R oO script monumentality 
I spectus act s that to the vigour and 
“ sider how painting Ie ind as a serious 
sculpture xecullo the second 
tecture ul now those arts ca w the twentieth century they are 
ecome one < vival of the deplorable taste 
0 S< onders w sOmMe COT ed in this country between 
Frenct es 

ubdly f \ the speeches trom the Guildhall 
I am etc t eve ‘ I ealistic scheme was 

R. FURNEAUX JORDAN ‘ d as a living memorial; may 
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The Liverpool School of 


(Architecture Society ketches predict they will be still-born 


M I them ow betore 
BN e a living arct 
S Bet e the w bri wht cl area i manner 
. b t i close the Liverpoo I iny students of the future 
Sc of Architecture Society he A ‘ e it with gratitude 
ecessfu e s and it | ped that many people who 
¥ proposed that the Society should e reacted wt such buildings will 
fo Deing with pe ine power to avert a tragedy 
ec! social ecreatviona ind am, etc 
i iture ( T. STURGIS 
The cx tee which has been cor S i Students Club Committee 
ed witt re 1 ft the Re \ I Architectura Association, 
Meda Aw i t Architecture 
pag n House Building Costs 
ec v e rec enceme 
the Socie ind proposed i he Editor A. & B.N 
Wednesda M | 


plans leads to over-measuring and con 
sequent unnecessarily high tenders 
I think it is now generally acknow 
ledged that Bills of Quantities based 
on the Revised Code of Measurement 
ire not in themselves responsible for 
high prices, but quantity surveyors 
cannot be blamed for loading bills 
representing schemes which have been 
insufficently thought out 
Architects should appreciate that full 
details and specifications together with 
competitive tenders for P.C. items are 
essential to accurate quantities, the 
production of which will result) in 
lower and more realistic tenders 
am ete 
G. RENTON, A.R.LCS 


Pollarded Avenue 
To the Editor of A. & BN. 


Sur The photographs you publish 
(March 24) of an avenue of limes be 
fore and after mutilation in Oxtord 
illustrate only one example of a de 
plorable practice amongst local 
authorities 

Another example offends the senses 
(or should do) of those like myself who 
have to pass one of Liverpool's oldest 
and largest cemeteries twice daily 
At one time the panorama of moulder 
ing tombs was screened by trees which 
have recently become torn and tarred 
stumps 

Perhaps you would kindly publish 
1 reason tor this drastic surgery, if 
one exists, and recommendations for 
allernative and more attractive treat 


ment There is a chance that they 
will be brought to the notice of the 
Parks ind Gardens Committees 


throughout the country who may issue 
memoranda to the eflect of “ Wood 
man spare that tree 
I am etc 

Crom 


* 


APPOINTMENT 

Messrs. Minoprio and Spenceley 
have been appointed 
planning consultants tor Cwmbran 
New Town in partnership with P.W 
Mel riane 

PARTNERSHIP 

Mr. Edward Playne, F.R.1.B.A., of 
Sir Aston Webb & Son, wishes to an 
nounce that the practices of Sir Aston 
Webb & Son and Mr. Grey Wornum, 
F.R.LLB.A., will be amalgamated as 
from March 27, 1950 

The partners will be Mr. Grey 
Wornum, Mr. Edward Playne. 

The style of the firm will be 

Wornum and Playne, incorporating 
Sir Aston Webb & Son.” 

Ihe address will be 19 Quee! 
Anne's Gate Westminster S.W.1 
WHitehall 2552 (3 lines) 


Telephone 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Mr. Cecil C. Handisyde, A.R.LB.A 
4.A.Dip has moved his offices to 
68 Great Russell Street, W.C.1 


4 
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Perspective by G. C. Bodgener, A.R.1.B.A 


Proposed new Methodist Church 


at Mitcham, Surrey 


TH new buildings are to and fronts on to a wide grass ve 
replace the original church — with a row of elms 
destroyed in the blitz. The site ts The proposed new church 


adjacent to Mitcham Fair Green. not been sited on the ol 
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The original Church destroyed during the Wa 
ree Ss, Dul back of 
ne Site, pa roup 
which each DIOCK IST a Tor 
founda- use. if necessary, a 


pendent unit but linked to the 
others and thus forming a com 
position dominated by the church 


Approach ts from the north 


corner of the site from a right of 
way. The open space enclosed o1 
three sides by buildings is to be 


used as a car park and cycle store 
The right-hand block contains 
two large halls. capable of sub 
division, one above the other, eacl 
to seat 200 people. The hall o 
the ground floor includes an ample 
stage, Which has an alternative use 
aS a meeting room for 50 or 60 
On the first floor there are, in 
addition, two smaller meeting 
rooms, a kitchen, and a caretaker’s 
flat 
The covered way alongside the 
hall leads to a large foyer with 
cloakroom accommodation-— rare 
in church planning —and from this 
foyer the church itself is entered 
Ihe construction of the church 
which is designed to seat 
420 450. is reinforced concrete 
frame, with panel walls of squared 


rubble up to about one-third of the 


vall height, pierced with small 
square windows intended for 
stained = glass of contemporary 
desigt Above this leve! the wall 


are continued as glass bricks witl 
oncrete mullions betwee th 
portal frames 

The design gives a strong teeling 
% verticality. The low-pitch roof 
s covered with copper. Heatit 


»y means of coils embedded 


the concrete floor of the churcl 
high-level lighting is to be fron 
fluorescent tubes concealed behind 
ouvres to give diffusion An ul 
isual feature is the provision for 


im projection 


In his report to his clients, the 


Above : Sketch of the Church seen from the first floor hall through the balcony 


Be 


Ow View from under the same balcony, which forms the covered way lead- 
to the lobby into the Church. Across the open space for cars and cycles, 


is the low block containing the vestries, classrooms and lavatories for clergy 
and choir 


irchitect argued the case for con 


at some length 


Briefly. he maintained that there 


thre possible 


alternatives 


The tirst that the new building 


i form of a frankly 


mitat parish church The 


econd wus a building in modern 


Will a Suggestion ol 


Gotnic r other assumed ecclesias 


tical features A mongrel build 
ing neither genuinely traditional 
nor genuinely modern.” 

The third alternative was “A 
frankly contemporary design, 
using present-day materials and 
methods of construction, and 
endeavouring to present through 
this means an honest expression 
of the purpose of the building so 


designed 
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could De a Meaningless copy of a 
mater 


SECTION 


- 


An impression of the church, 
looking towards the chancel The 
large windows are of glass bricks, 
which act also as a sound insulator, 
and the low-level windows in the 
rubble wall are envisaged as 
glazed with stained glass of modern 
design The large window behind 
the communion table would be 
reconstructed stone mullions, glazed 
with glass lenses with a patterned 
surface. The walls of the chancel 
are flush panelled in birch or 
sycamore 


THI 
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The new part of the school begins where the weather boarding ends 


EXTENSION TO 


For the 
ARCHITECTS 


THE building illustrated is an 


extension to an aided Second- 


ary Boys’ and Girls’ Church of 
England School. The purpose of 
the building was to provide a 


canteen and kitchen and 


Rooms. 


Craft 


Che site falls rapidly to the north, 
the canteen being planned at the 
same level as the general school with 
the Craft Block below, taking 
advantage of the slope. 


A report provided by the (¢ 
Council Crafts Organiser, has this 
to sav about the The 
Craft Rooms are on the lower t loor, 
and have been designed to meet the 
requirements of the Education Act. 
The idea that craft abilities of boys 


OUNTY 


extensions: 


THE 


MAUGER 


TOWNSEND 


Hertfordshire 


AND MAY F 
can be met by giving facilities for 
woodwork is now obsolete, and the 
Authorities realise that the prac- 


tical interests of bovs from 11 to 15 
years of age go far beyond this. The 
problem was, therefore, to provide on 


an economical basis, facilities for 
a variety of work which would 
satisfy this wider range. The Craft 


Room is therefore arranged in two 


sections which will not be used for 
separate classes but as a unit where 
the particular facilities of the 
students can be developed. Little 
difficulty therefore arises when 

pupil requires to 


comnectton 


ise Dot 


mh rooms in 
witn his work The 


Instructors’ room is placed centrally 


and is glazed on 
supervision. Apa 


either side for 


jrom the 


SCHOOL, 


ST. ALBANS 


County Council 


A MA T 
hand tools and benches, motorised 
tools such as lathes, circular saw, 
fret saw, etc., have been installed 
n the woodwork shop, and power 
lrills grinders, hack machine, 
brazing hearth and forge in the 
metalwork shop Double doors from 
the approach way have been pro 
vided to admit a car chassis or 
triictor in onnection witn tne 
engineering or rural metalwork 
A raised bay has also been set 


aside for technical 


With 


drawing 


revara rhe canteen, 
cooking IS done by a permanent 
staff of seven who provide a mid-day 
meal for about 220 girls and 16 
hovs tn separate sit § Service 
from an open servery The girls 
sit in small groups which the 


| 
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Above: Lower windows are to wood- 
work and metalwork craft rooms 


staff are invited as guests. There is 
no attempt at formality and children 
of all ages sit together. 


The construction, which had to 
be mated up with the existing 
building, is steel framed with 11 in. 
cavity walls, the outer skin being 
Chesham multi sandfaced bricks 
and the inner skin Uxbridge flint 
bricks of a pale cream colour. The 
stanchions are exposed and painted, 
the roof is built up from steel trusses 
and is covered with machine made 
sandfaced tiles. The floors of the 
canteen and wood workshop are of 
1 in. beech blocks, and of the 
kitchen, buff quarry tiles. The 
ceiling to the canteen is “‘Celotex”’ 


insulation board tn aluminium tees 
hung fror the ties 

The General Contractor for the 
scheme was Messrs Bushell 
Led. 


= 
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/ THIS shop is a reconstruction of the Company's 

N E UY existing premises which began with the need to 
replan the first floor to include a ladies’ underwear 

section. It was decided to make the ground floor a 


Man’s Shop and to form an entrance display hall, as 
i prelude and link to the upper floor sales area. 


qesigned 


ELLIS ; Most of the existing window display lobby was dis- 
F.R.1.B.A mantled to make way for the Man’s Shop which has 
its own entrance from Leicester Square linked by 
irculation to a new entrance display lobby. 


‘ 
Planning 
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G@isplay store 


treptey 


GROUND FLOOR PLAN 


In the latter a completely visual front of plate glass 
with inset armoured glass doors makes visible the dis- 
play and activity of the interior and invites the customer 
to enter. 

In the Man’s Shop screens and slatted backgrounds 
for display give a measure of privacy without breaking 
up the feeling of spaciousness. It was considered most 
important to create an atmosphere self-contained and 
masculine in character. 

On the first floor an exhibition technique has been 
used to surround the sales space and the existing stock 
shelving where convenient has been retained. 

By careful planning, the number of chairs for shoe 
fitting has been increased in spite of the loss of area 
taken up by the new ladies’ underwear section. 


Individual Features 


A false ceiling was installed on the ground floor for 
the following reasons: 1. To mask the existing beams 
which were heavily decorated and did not conform to 
the new plan pattern. 2. To facilitate the use of re- 
cessed lighting fittings and to provide a duct for elec- 
trical and other services. 3. To increase apparent 
widths of enclosed space. 

The false ceiling has been continued throughout the 
whole of the ground floor into the outer display lobby. 
Chis preserves the link between the outside and inside 
of the store and makes the visual front even more 
incidental. This theme is echoed again in the Man's 
a where a brick wall with showcases commences 
in the outer lobby and continues past the side of a plate 
glass front into the interior of the department. The 
terrazzo square floor also runs from the outer lobby in 
to the interior and forms the major floor covering in the 
Man's Shop. 

In the Entrance Display Hall a display feature 
supported on spars serves as a screen to the Man's 
Shop and follows up the staircase to form an interesting 


introduction to the first floor. This motif is echoed by 
a recessed trough in the false ceiling lighted by cold 
cathode fittings. A “hit and miss” display feature 
terminates the vista from the entrance doors and is 
shaped to lead the customer to the stairs. 


Materials 


Sapeli Mahogany is contrasted with beech; both 
woods are finished in dull wax polish. The vertical 
Shiplap boarding in the Man’s Shop is beech. False 
Ceilings— Fibrous Plaster. Brickwork—2 in. hand- 
made sandfaced Dorking bricks bedded in coloured 
lime mortar with raked out joint. Sashes and glazing 
frames—Bronze metal. Flower Boxes—Natural alum- 
inium. Man’s Shop window enclosure—Squares of 
polished cork with beech veneered background. Paint- 
work—Eggshell Enamel, especially mixed to the 
architect’s own tints. 


Lighting 


It was desired to accentuate spaciousness without 
using a type of lighting which would distort the colours 
of displayed goods. This has been achieved by using 
a type of recessed tungsten fittings set against a dark 
wedgwood blue ceiling. 
reproduction and is booste d by the dramatic effect of 
the cold cathode trough 1 and display lightin 


To give disp lay lig} hting 


The tungsten gives good colour 


an extra ‘kick a limited 
number of internally silvered fittings have been used. 
It has been found that the heat from these fittings 
prohibits their use in a great number 
in the Man's Shop have two 


The showcases 
“Hyliters’’ on swivel 
fixings installed in a secret trough—thus any position 
within the interior of the showcase can be spotlighted. 

Shop window lighting has its front line boosted with 


recessed fluorescent fittin 


ts behind flashed opal glass. 
A dramatic pattern of lighting in each window is 
achieved by the use of recessed gimble rings with adjust- 


able loua Tes. 
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Section through entrance display hall 


display trame 
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Architectural Society 


HOPE you will examine, with a 

critical eye the contemporary 
buildings you admire most, not only 
when you see them reproduced in the 
glossy pages of the Architectural Re- 
view with their wonderful shadows, 
and their carefully balanced composi- 
tions against a filtered sky, with just the 
right amount of white cotton wool 
cloud, but also in real life § or 10 years 
after they are completed when the 
wind and weather have done thei 
worst and when they have been at the 
mercy of their Owners or users for a 
while, Last year I decided to see for 
myself the present condition of some 
of the well-known contemporary build- 
ings in and around Paris, and I hope 
to describe some of the things I saw, 
later in this talk. Some of the build- 
ings | saw were an acute disappoint- 
ment, others were a pleasant surprise. 
It is this question of appearance of 
modern buildings under conditions of 
daily use that is so important. We all 
tend at some time to design buildings 
which are more satisfactory on paper 
than in real life, and perhaps this ten- 
dency is greater when we are students 
knowing that the designs we present 
in two dimensions are seldom likely to 
be translated into three dimensional 
buildings which have to be seen on a 
wet and foggy November morning 4s 
well as in the bright sunshine of a 
summer's day 


The deterioration of buildings is a 
vital matter for two reasons, the first 
is an economic one, the second an 
aesthetic one. To deal with the eco- 
nomic factor briefly, a building which 
requires constant and expensive main- 
tenance for the whole of its life is not 
likely to be popular with a building 
owner, who cannot under present eco- 
nomic conditions afford the labour, 
materials, or money that continual re 
newal and repair requires, consequently 
a building that requires constant atten- 
tion will fail to receive it, and will 
ramdly deteriorate, assuming a more 
dejected appearance as it gets older 
If the building in question is one ol 
contemporary design, this rapid failure 
wili do more harm to the cause of 
modern architecture than all its tradi 
tionalist critics, for even an enthustas- 
tic chent-sunporter of contemporary 
architecture is liable to find his enthu- 
waning if the building which was 
once his pride and jov becomes a 
serious drain on his bank balance, by 
reason of heavy maintenance costs 
The aesthetic asrect is one which will 
be dealt with as we proceed, but it 
should be remembered that a contem 
porary building ts designed with a clear 
picture in the designer's mind of tts 
shape, form, colour and texture It 
is. visually, a carefully designed com- 


EDWARD D. MILLS, F.R.I.B.A., F.S.A., to Sheffield 


on March 9. 


position of these elements, and 

controiled or unexpected weathering 
can upset the balance of colowrs and 
texture, can alter shapes and even 
affect structural stability, changing the 
whole appearance of a building usually 
to the detriment of the original! design 


Before dealing with particular 
features in greater detail, it is worth- 
while considering whether or not this 
problem is a new one which has arisen 
with the development of modern archi 
tecture, or whether it has always been 
a source of difficulty to the designers 
of buildings. It is fairly obvious that 
the problem of deterioration, weather 
ing and decay are not new to building 
They are in fact as old as the art of 
building itself for a continuous battle 
has always raged between the man- 
made structure and the natural ele 
ments of wind, rain and sun Why 
then should it given special 
prominence now? The answer lies in 
the fact that contemporary architec- 
ture uses many new materials, new 
structural techniques, and often uses 
traditional materials in a non-tradi 
tional manner. The traditional builder 
solved many of his weathering prob- 
lems by the use of cornices, mouldings, 
eaves overhangs, and a number of 
other features which we are beginning 
to realize had a value not only as a 
visual embellishment to the structure 
but also served such strictly functional 
purposes as protecting the walls of the 
building, allowing thermal movement 
without showing cracks, and protecting 
door and window openings 
cess of these devices can be judged by 
the appearance of many of our finest 
traditional buildings which still present 
an attractive appearance to-day after 
centuries of use, often with the mini- 
mum of maintenance 


The suc 


With the development of contem 
porary architecture’ and new building 
materials and techniaues, we have 
abandoned these traditional methods 
of protection, and often failed to re 
place them with an adequate contem 
porary counterpart Our buildings 
have therefore. in many cases failed 
where the traditional building suc- 
ceeded 
a return to traditional building methods 
nor to the design of present day build 


Iam not however, advocating 


mes as imitations of past architectural 
styles, my concern is with the develop 
ment of a contemporary technique 
which will solve these problems of 
weathering and deterioration as satis 


factorily as the builders of the past 
It is an unfortunste fact 
designers of some of the early cor 


porary buildings van far too little 
attention to careful detailing, with the 
distressing results that we can often 


see in sqme of the buildings that have 


University 


The paper was illustrated by slides. 


now been erected 10 pto £0 yeais 
It is absolutely essential that as ch 
care should be devoted to the desigt 
of eaves details, window openings 
copings, etc.; as to the overall } ing 
ind design of the building itsel! My 
work as Editor of the A. & B.N. Deta 
Sheets, as well as m Te) irchilec 


recently completed d s show 
that the s the he ? g oO wide 
spread appreciation of the 1p ince 
of detail in modern b lings, and | 
nope that this development w grow 
for its value to the cause of conten 
porary architecture cannot be over 


estimated 


What are the problems which have 
to be solved, and what are the factors 
that cause deterioration in buildings? 
In the time at my disposal, and with 
my limited knowledge and experience 

can only hope to deal with some of 
the more important problems, some of 
these may be obvious to yo rut if 
this is the case perhaps repetition w 
help to keep them to the forefront of 
your minds. Let us first consider the 
enemy, his habits and the forces at his 
disposal. The enemy of all structures 
is the comDination of the itural ele 
ments which are constantly attacking 
the materials which make up the struc 
ture. If buildings could be erected in a 
vacuum they would rema eternally 
as fresh and new as the day on which 
they were completed This condition 
is untortuna for the t al ar 
rate, unattainable,and s« ve | € oO 
face a numt nents, all of whict 
nave an ! idl nat ils 
and building structures. Water the 
form of rain can penetrate structural 
materials and joints causing damp con 


ditions and discoloration. Driving rairt 


can wear away exposed surfaces, wash 
away surface colour and wear away 
surface texture Rau can also 
carry harmful chemical substances 
which can start deterioration in struc 
tural materials, initiate chemical action 
cause corrosion of metals and release 
chemical substances iN yuilding 
materials Damp conditions will tur 
ther the growth of fungus, etc., cause 
movement in the form of swelling and 
warping in timber, and cold weather 
ice and frost can cause. structural 
failure in building materials such as 
stor rk, CONncrele and f g. and ca 
damage joints and jointing materials 
Heat and cold « cause expansion 
ind contraction 1 botn st ctures and 
the component materials, with re 
Su t i st ct il t cs 
icking d cra Heat can cause 
iste pa vork = othe 
rms of ice tre d st 
gt A Se id of ot 
atura d irtific cok 


{ROHMITECT and Buildir Ne ( 148 
materials. Wind, apart from creating me to consider one or two matenals, this composition, and where exposure 
Stresses in a structure, will carry smoke and it ss therefore, desirable that they $ not severe there 1s much to be said 
and other impurities. which can be should be ones which are in common — for a cement-lime mix for both under 
deposited on the face of a building se | < temporary buildings coat and finishing coat The Con- 
discolouring surface miaterials. and 1. Brickwork and Stonework. Theac tinental method of application of ren 
providing the basis for chemical actior . > shemasives new materials and derings is of interest, wetter mixes are 
combination with water in the used and these are thrown on, floated 
This short list alone reveals the esent problems providing smooth and ruled off, it 1s clanmed that 
ature and extent to which the appea iterials sorkmanship are ‘ 
ince of a building may be changed as ot oh standard Peete are ol The surface treatment of a rendering 
res of uncontrolled weathering acing problems to be dealt contri ute much to its success. It 
An analvsis gives the followi 1g class " . Xperience of centuries is is essential that a mech skin should not 
fications , lisposal where these materials x worked to the surface, and there- 
fore, the wood float finish scraped with 
Change Of colour and texture Dutidings a steel rule has much to commend 
lading, discolouratio sel it If a colour aggregate is used a 
staining ec fue he materials then 
considerable variety of colour and tex 
Physical breakdow “ture can be obtained in this manner 
naterials—corrosion, decay Scraped finishes are largely free from 
tion, disintegration . der that heading cracking, and any cracks that do occur 
Structural failure cracking 2. Surface Renderings. [he practice are very fine in nature and are hardly 
crazing distortion, frac re tc < gz tt Surtace of a biniding appareni as they tend to form around 
All these failures can be seen wil plastic material which subse individual pieces of aggregate 
building nd sometimes they ca ‘ j t sets io form a hard face has 
be seen in a single building, but wit ee Ogue from the earliest times The question of appearance ol 
adequate care in detailing, good worl ind there are examples of Roman ren rendered surfaces after exposure 1s one 
manship and appropriate materials de good condition to-day, In spite that needs still considerable research 
properly assembled these distressing of this one of the most. consiant Many surfaces soon lose their orginal 
failures can be avoided As we have { ‘ contemporary buildings is colour There are two reasons for this, 
ilready seen many traditional b dings d in rendered surfaces one the accumulation of grime and 
ivoided these indesirable Struct 4 LNese i s which have changed the dirt on the exposed surlace and the 
and visual changes by the adoption o fac { ’ i modern building other the fading of the colouring agent 
certain applied devices developed ov« de p often first in the form of hair in the rendering Unfortunately the 
long periods, and by the use cracks « crazing shortly after the Open textured rendering which ts satis 
materials. the behaviour of which was ende s completed, which later factory from the cracking control as 
fairly well understood as a result evelor to larger cracks and in ex pect being rough in finish tends to hold 
experience To-day we m ire ses the rendering breaks down the dirt. The answer therefore, appears 
combat the forces which = cause ‘ yes detached from the wall to be in the use of either periodic 
deterioration in buildings in a manne Most rendered surfaces look clean °®lour washes, which is only practic 
comparable with our technical develop n ¢ ilfer completion but many able in clean districts where they may 
ment, and if the cornices and mould id scol nan uneven manner [ast as long as 5 years, or more use 
ines. etc.. of the past do not fit in witt y patchy and shabby [fully on town buildings, a rendering L 
our contemporary conception of are! pps ‘ No amount of surface using a natural hard aggregate of 
tectural form. then we must replace treatm he tranteed to. pro strong colour which will be washed 
them with contemporary equivalents o te permanent cure for these dis relatively clean by rain Recent ex 
Gur that the p y Fortunately the periments with crushed brick, crushed 
other bodies have given this matter St@ne and similar materials will de 
de over a long period, and Worth careful examination after a 
Let us now look at this problen estigati nto Continental methods period of exposure 
the deterioration of modern ilding ‘ 4 
n greater detail and examine a few considerable The final, and in some ways the 
of the factors of importance in ggg ed, has made most important factor affecting the 
to contemporary materials and struc idle of success or failure of surface render 
tural methods Time will not a won tha ings is the provision of weatherings 
detailed examination of all thes 4 at critical points of the elevation 
tors, but we can look at the to ma This will be discussed later 
points in varying Prot Grop who maintained 
1). Surfacing materials Sink 3. Impervious Surfacings. Of recent 
b). The use of metalwork erected Ca iniety of impervious surfac- 
(c). The weathering of crit t ‘lure many vears after (28S have been used on modern build 
of a building such butidines as the ings with varving success Of these 
(d). The problem of therma ove B and the the most satisfying have been glazed 
ment evelonments tiles faience, coloured glass, sheet ‘ 
ist concreie siads nese Materials 
(a) Surfacing Materials I ew that any brickwork 1s ire all applied, either to a backing j 
Perhaps the most obvious failure good enough for a rendered wall is en of brick or concrete or suspended from 
the appearance of a contemp y tire A z fact the requirements i framework. In each case their suc- 
building is in the ma surfacine ery exacting The brick used cess has been partly due to the fact : 
material. This may remain struct , { sell tired and hard. to resist that their highly immoervious surface 
sound to the extent that it cont é he s Kage stresses in the rendering Often glazed or polished, does wi 
to keep out wind and weather, but Ache i mportant and i hold an accumulation of dirt, and that 
orig i ippearance m be | ock or sand-lime_ brick they can be easily washed or cleaned 
changed b e€aso of st » CO m to rather high suction down when they lose their initial 
fading e collectio f dirt, surt c istics. Grooved cleanliness Two factors are impor 
erosion. surface cracking or crazing b ! ks are also useful To tant, firstly the method of jointing and 
. othe physical changes Alte t ent tJ 4 ) shrinkage Cracks the protection of the edges of the mem 
the material itself may deve aut t ! plain cement and sand mixes bers trom moisture and frost and 
which not only affect its appearanc t 1 be voided, as thev are too secondly the precautions taken against 
but also affect its efficiency as a pr strong for the \ Cement-lime mixes thermal movement The second fac 
tectior against the penetratio ‘ Oduce results tor will be dealt with later With re 
damp, heat or cold We have onl nost Continental renderings are of gard to jointing. the mortar used for 
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laience or tiles should be of lime- 
cement mix to allow greater freedom 
of moisture in the joints, and because 
they introduce less soluble alkali sul 
phates, With glazed surfaces the 
quality of the glaze is vital as poor 
glazes will develop a neiwork of fine 
cracks, tiles and faience should there- 
lore be selected with care, and should 
also have the makers’ guarantee of ‘ts 
trost-proof nature. Good adhesion be- 
tween the facing units and the backing 
material is essenual, and the rules con 
cerning adhesion in relation to render- 
ings apply in this case also. Where 
the adhesion has failed whole areas of 
surfacing have broken away from the 
building face. Glass facing has been 
used with considerable success and can 
either be stuck to the backing materia! 
with a special resilient mastic, to allow 
lor a certain amount of movemeni, and 
the edges of the sheets kept slightly 
apart and masked by a cover strip o1 
supported by an entirely independent 
surface structure. Failure to do this 
will probably result in cracked sheets 


Precast concrete slabs can now be 
obtained in a wide variety of surface 
colours and textures, they can be used 
“aS permanent shuttering to concrete 
walls, suspended from a concrete o1 
steel frame, or held to a backing by 
means of special fixing devices. The use 
of unsuitable aggregates and colours 
in the early days led to considerable 
disappointment where precast slabs 
were used, The colours often faded 
irregularly and in some cases the slabs 
developed surface crazing. The natural 
coloured aggregates are best for the 
reasons referred to when discussing 
renderings, and precast slabs should 
always be made by a reputable manu- 
facturer, lightly reinforced and vibrated 
during the course of manufacture 

Many other sheet materials have 
possibilities for the surface treatment 
of modern buildings, but if failure is 
to be avoided the following charac 
teristics are necessary in the material. 
impervious surface for cleanliness, 1! 
glazed a high quality even glaze resis 


tant to frost and free from surface 
crazing, unfading colour, properly 
designed jointing system, allowance 


for expansion and structural movement 
of the building, freedom from attack 
from impurities in the air, and resis- 
tance to corrosion in the case of metal 
This list in fact outlines the perfect 
surfacing material, and whether or not 


such a material exists only time will 
tell. 
4. Reinforced Concrete. The last 


surfacing material | want to refer to in 
this section of my talk ts not in fact 
a surfacing material at all but a struc 
tural material, namely reinforced con 
crete. Some of the most spectacular 
changes in the appearance of contem- 
porary buildings can be seen in those 
constructed of monolithic reinforced 
concrete. In the early days of con 
temporary architecture in this country 
monolithic reinforced concrete was 
widely used because of its tremendous 
structural possibilities, in spite of the 
fact that Continental architects used it 
primarily as a framing material. The 
least satisfactory aspect of these early 


buildings is the almost universal failure 
Ol their external appearance, particu 
larly in town areas where smoke pollu- 
tion is common. As far as structural 
durability is concerned modern rein 
torced concrete, properly consiructed 
should be more tnan satisfactory, bu 
certain aspects of modern concrete 
technique leave much to be desired and 
result in a product of inferior dura- 
bility 

Many modern buildings have bee 


erected as monoliihic reinforced con 
crete structures using the natural 
concrete face, uncovered by any very 


durable facing, as the external surfac 


ing of the building These 
buildings have often been un 
satisfactory where appearance is an 


important factor, the principal failures 
have been (a) Rapid discolouration ot 
external decoration or the clean con 


crete face; (b) the development of 
cracks, (c) the corrosion of the rein 
forcement causing staining fracture 


and spalling The measures for the 
protection of reinforcement and the 
climination of cracking, out- 
lined briefly 


Firstly 


can be 


the concrete cover 
the steel must be maintained by 
strict site control at the dimension 
determined according to the diamete: 
of rods. Insufficient cover is the cause 
of most failures and on some buildings 
the spalling of the concrete after the 
corrosion of the steel has resulted on 
the rods being actually visible on the 
surface of the building. Good super- 
vision is the answer in this case 


ove 


Secondly the concrete mix must be 
dense throughout and 


equally care 
taken to avoid local weak  spois 
especially at construction joints, Again 


rigid supervision and regular tests are 
the only solution 


Thirdly 


The shrinkage of the con 


crete must be controlled and distin 
buted by suitably designed reinforce 
ment. This is the engineer's respons 
bility On the question of surface 


treatment the most frequent deteriora 
tion of appearance is seen, particularly 
in smoke laden atmospheres, where the 
concrete has been left untreated o 
after rubbing down treated with some 
form of cement paint. Where the 
atmosphere ts relatively clean a 
quality paint may last as long as five 
years, but there is a tendency to patchy 
fading even with the best materials 
especially if strong colours are 
The question of board marks ts an in 
portant one and these can either be 
eliminated by using lined shuttering 
removed by rubbing down while the 
surface is still green, or emphasised t 
form a surface pattern, this has some 
value as it helps to mask day-to-day 
construction joints and if a= strong 
vertical 
intervals down the face of the 
it can help to keep the 
building clean, as it tends to canalize 
the water running down the wall. Any 
slight surface crazing also tends to ru 
down the purpose-made indent 
therefore appear less obvious 

4 popular Continental treatment to 
concrete surfaces is the application of 


good 


used 


made at regular 


groove 1s 


face ol the 


and 
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mechanical 


surface texture by means 
after the concrete has set; for example 
bush-hammering produce an at 


tractive surface texture especially if an 


can 


aggregate of an interesting colour has 
been used in the concrete mix 
Mechanical surfacing in this manner 
ates the prooien url 

Shutter Marks, presents an in g 


face and one which \ 
ciean, 4 lard S 
usec Such a surface Veathel in 
much the same way as a good rendered 
surface 

Other finishes to concrete walls such 


iS glass, precast Sia enderings 


laience nave ill ree! nentioned 
earlier, and such materials are un 
doubtedly the most satisfactory torn 
ot facing for a concrete wall, if good 
ippearance is to be maintained. Un 
fortunately they are expensive and so 
cannot always be sed for economic 
reasons 


(b) The Use of Metal Work 


The second factor of importance in 
relation to the changing appearance of 
modern buildings was the use of metal 
work This can be dealt with very 
briefly as time is passing udly. Th 
most frequent failure to be observed 
n this connection is the rusting of 
ferrous railings, balustrades vindow 
frames, and other similar feat e ind 
the consequent staining of 
the rust is washed down the wall face 
by rain The obvious answer to this 
problem is the use of non-ferrous 
metals—aluminiun copper bronze 
etc this may not always be possible 
therefore, all exposed steel or iron sur 
faces should be prope ly rust-proofed 
by galvanizing or other recognized 
process, and then given adequate paint 
protection, in addition to careful detail 
ing so that water runnil oO 
face 1s discharged before reaching a 
wall surface will save much discolou 


tion 


(c) The W eathering ot 
Critical Points of a Building 


This brings me to n hird factor 
n some wavs the most important. The 
weathering o critic points of i 
building—this resolves itself to the 
question of more gr 
tne 1. Scales are not the end of 
Tele tor the 1. details and 
size that decide whethe our buildi 
will look attractive in 20 years time 
‘ even five vears tim oO ust 
stained, cracked and faded caricature 
ol the a) ld neg you of ginally designed 
This is not intended to be ecture on 
building construction—although per 
haps it has seemed ither like one so 
far ind I do not intend to give you 

set of good details for parapet walls 
vindow sills and other critica ~;iNts 
of a building—but rather, 1 


outline briefly the method of 


to the problem 


nd some 


all 
The chief 


points 


matter of weathering 1s of course iin 
and there is a general iccepted tect 
nique in this country of sloping sur 


| 
: = 
2 pproach 
yf the danger 
this 
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THE ORIGINAL Lead-clothed Steel Glazing Bar 
Permanent and Weathertight 


THE ALTERNATIVE A COMBINATION 
Aluminium Glazing Bar Aluminium Glazing Bar 
with Aluminium sappin with Lead W ‘ings 


Patent 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LID. 
Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.] 
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It took 
157 years 


This spirally-guided gasholder, the 
largest of its type in the world, was 
built by Newton Chambers in less 
than two years; but behind its 
construction was experience 
gathered over more than a century 


and a half. For Newton Chambers 
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started ironfounding in 1793, and 
were pioneers in gas plant produc 
tion. Without a doubt, this long 
tradition of fine workmanship is an 
important, if incalculable, factor in 


the consistent high quality of every- 


thing Newton Chambers make. 


NEWTON CHAMBERS 


& COMPANY LIMITED OF 


IRONFOUNDERS 


ENGINEERS 


THORNCLIFFE, SHEFFIELD 


MANUFACTURERS 


Buildine News, Mare 41, 1950 
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faces and drips for horizontal surlaces 
u h the efficiency of 
The re 


appearance 


etc., although | some ol 


dest dot 


t deing deterioration 


Oot the sort we Nave already mentioned 
| Lo nenta technique the 
treatment of these surfaces is in the 
Veal g, designed so that I ist 
disc ged without causin 
ding tace They € sea 10 
co ce projecting embe ind 
col gs the functh | 
tc ) s ce A ts 
wit! eig uring ice tron 
penetration, and to disc 
lw ¢ ected moisture so t Sla 2 
does resuil these req 
weatne snould have an 
pielel int 
es any joints should de 
i Viale can ge nrough the 
W here ) mntal anc ertic ont 
ee e weathering ust e turned 
face that mois Wil 
iS drained iway ro 
» the horzonta A slight 
st be provided with a generous 
‘ uding edge vil 
| t the ends eve 
water being s ove 
t this point I he 
0” teria Or Suc weathering 
Zinc coppe 
i ee! sed Ww 
cess 4 IS partic y 

Continent mentioned this 
juesuior Ol detailing severa times 
ind it is partic 
Ortance whe rendered surtace ire 
sed to prevent staining and othe 

deterioration 
Let me refer to a few danger points 
Vhich need care attention in relator 
{ eral deterioration ick 
care in det ng without aving 
time Rive reaagy-Made soiul Ss 
Parapet walls and copings, these ofte 
show damp stains, and if rendered the 
endering often fails entirely thro igi 
f constructiot 2) Window oper 
gs Maly Gelalied suls Cause slaining 
d badly designed fixings, etc., lead to 
p walls. (3) Plinths if inadequately 
side.ed ca give se lO damp walls 
i 1 W Surfaces or eve irface 
i { 1d es Over! 
designed ca 
tin discoloured and damp walls, and 
can ecome Dadly stained selves 
even in eXtreme cases structura 
4uiure can occur eintorcen 
orrodes after the concrete cover has 
spatied off or fractured 


The Problem of Thermal 


Movement 


The final factor which must be cor 
dered relat I ippe ce 
ct i the questi 
) erma noveme Ne ‘ 
terials \pa whet 1 


1980 


Na ind | sve seen causes 
p ses Of Drickwork 
ave veen pushed oul ol 
isurable distance by the ex 


of oot siabd 


There are two 
e $o ons, one to allow the 


de ver the supporting wali 
s that the slab and the wall 

¥ inswe and outside surfac 

st not be rigidly fixed togeiher 


sed a felt pad pvetween the flat 
he top of the 
continuous expan 


rool, 


wall with suc 


be formed in the 
make an 
complete structural break 
surtace to a rool 
oo! temperature 
thermal move 


irge structures 


lo 


ni ise 


d be designed in the first 
‘here INTORE walis eXcecd 

engin failure by 

lay result Wide span 

es suc aS Shell concrete roots 
carefully considered in 
Xpansion jomts, and long 

€ ined by high blocks at 

also cases where expan 
considered. Long runs 


g restrained at the ends 


inge of north light 
t storey buildings at the 
SO Cases point Ine 
t his problem is again one 
v ind drawings must be 
care their later stages 
dange points can be noted 
leguate precautions taken to 
re. Damage due to thermal 
CCUrs nen movement 1s 
a that high stress concentra 
< it up in the structure, and 
ditions must be considered 
point of particular interest in 
ildings is the frequent 
lass panels and glass 
this due to either inadequate 
ce for expansion or panels that 
hat th 


at this talk has already over 
me limit and although 


it | have dealt sketchily 


factors relating to the sub 
er consideration, | fear that 
portant points have been com 


veriooked However, I trust 


it | have said tonight will help 
Ss upon you the importance o1 

these pre ms and help you 
ciate a -little more fully some 
litt ties that you will have to 
he yu are called upon to 


it are not only at 

which will 
years alte: 
pleted and maybe 
orgotten Most 


many 


ind I are 


have a useful life far exceed 
le « reir designer and by 
jerations of the small points 

portance, we as architects 


e that our buildings grow old 


their designers Go 
hat change tn the faces of 
vill be the sort of im 


whic s associated with 
han the change ass 


ind dec 4 
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PARLIAMENT 


Lords’ Debate on the 
Development Charge 


T= prospect of improving the 
:dministration of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, in detault of 
new amend it in the 
emerged trom a 
Lords on 


legislation to 
present Parhament 
debate in the House of 
March when it was stated thal the 
Minister, Mr. Dalton, had ar 


invesligation for this pur 


new 
ranged an 
pose 
Lorp LLUPWELLIN initiated the debate 
by calling attention to the manner in 
which the Act was working, in practice 
and asking the Government what con 
they had 
either to the necessity lor an 
Act or to an improvement 
ministration of the present 


clusions reached in regard 
Amending 
in the ad 


Act 

One made, im reference to 
a previous dedate last November, was 
that if 


lor a 


point he 
planning permission was given 
new building, for 
1,000 sq. the Central 
a development 
extra 
account of the tact 


example of 
Land Board 
charge on that 
100 sq. tt. to take 
that the Act per 
mitted an increase of 10 per cent. (with 
oul 


levied 
imi on an 


development charge arising) to 


allow for minor improvements, under 
what was called the 10 per cent 
tolerance” provision. His chief argu 


which he illustrated 
with a number of actual examples, was 
that in the Central Land Board they 
had apparently established a robot. it 
that, except for giving the 
Board general directions on matters of 
principle, the Minister either thought 
he had not, or if he had 


ment, however 


seemed 


would not 
use, control on individual cases. Pat 
hament should see that the Munistes 


was able to interfere, and give the 
Board directions, even on individual 
cases. There would be no contentment 
under this Act until there was some 
tribunal to which anyone could take 
a grievance He contended also that 


the administration of the Act had put 
up the price of land for industrial un 
and the delay 
because, since planning 
were two months 
in which to deal with an application 
they generally took the whole of that 
time, whether it was necessary or not 
and so what was intended as the max 
mum also the minimum 


dertakings excessive 


was caused 


authorities ullowed 


became 


The remainder of his argument was 
that the Central Land Board should be 
enabled not to exact the full develop 
ment indeed any such 
charge at all, where it was proved that 
a man had already bought the site for 


charge, of 


his house at building value It was 
his belief that the Act would never 
work satisfactorily until the building 


charge on buildings was dropped en 
tirely and retained only in the case ot 
development of undeveloped land. Such 
an alter would secure for the Act 
majority ol 


ition 
the assent of the vast 
people 


Speaking the Government, Lorp 
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MACDONALD, Paymaster-General, said 
that so far as the Central Land Board 
were aware, no district valuer acting 
on their behalf had ever fixed a charge 
of £x and then added 10 per cent. to 
it aS representing the value of the 

tolerance “ clause. If any valuer had 
done anything of the kind he must have 
been quite wrong. It had not been the 
practice to arrive at a charge and then 
add to it in respect of the various 
exemption rights given under the 
Exemption Regulations; still less had 
it been the practice to add a straight 
10 per cent. because of the right to a 
free extension. On the question >! 
delay he had much sympathy with the 
complaints that had been made, and 
was in some cases quite unable to un 
derstand the delay. He promised that 
inquiries would be made into indi- 
vidual cases to see why they had been 
so long delayed, and that every eflort 
would be made to speed up local 
authority machinery and to see that 
appeals were dealt with more speedily 

For obvious reasons the House 
would not expect that legislation would 
be introduced to deal with this subject 
this session —and he was not sure about 
this Parliament; certainly the available 
time was not hkely to atlord any scope 
for amending the Act. Thev had been 
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sdmunistering dithcult and cumbrous 
Act for only a short period, and ii was 
not surprising that weaknesses had 
been found here and there. It was in 
tended to investigate the possibility o! 


improving the administration I here 
Was new broom” at the Ministry 
and it would soon begin operating. I he 


new Minister had arranged with the 
chairman of the Central Land Board 
to go into the whole question of ad 
ministration. He had given them fairly 
wide terms of reference. The Board 
would be able to submit such proposals 
is they considered practicable for 
changes in administration calculated to 
reduce criticism of the method of 
assessment of charge. Possible changes 
which might involve amendment 
the regulations, — particularly the 
exemption regulations, would be in 
cluded in the Board’s review 


ViscoUuNT GAGE renewed his appea 
that the principles on which the Cen 
tral Land Board were supposed to 
work should be put into statutor 
form. There was of course a theoret: 
cal basis—-the difference between two 
valuations, but largely owing to the 
restricuons on building now existing 
the valuation of building land 
largely a matter of guesswork. It 
been described in a paper 


Was 
had 
read to the 


Royal | 
preaic 
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Suite of dining room furniture designed for Messrs. 


Exhibition 


Heals. by A. J. Milne, M.S.1.A., for exh 
The sideboard is in mahogany and elm, and the table and chairs 
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MATERIALS 


& ALL BUILDING 


LIGHTS 


& LEADED 


GLASS 


STAINED 


LAZING 


GLASS 


oung & | 
tl 
Marten 
Designers and Is 
Vanufacturers of Thar 
Stained Glass Windows 
and Leaded Lights 
E 
lz * 
| 
netenture lite 
E 
| * 
The tire-escape 
stairs shown herve 
» 
erected by Lior 
Foundry 
E 
* 
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CALEDONIAN WORKS, — |= 
STRATFORD . LONDON . E.15 = 06 
SUTTON LION FOUNDRY CO. LTD. 
x ARCHITECTURAL & SANITARY !RONFOUNDERS 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA BRENTFORD = CONTRACTORS TO H.M. GOVERNMENT 
WALTHAMSTOW. KNEBWORTH oncar )” KIRKINTILLOCH Near GLASGOW 
Lenton Office 124, Victoria Street, Telechone—Vietorie 9 
“ STAINED GLASS & LEADED LIGHIS a 9148 
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PRIMARY BUILDING SU PPLIES 


comptehensive Service pt Scotland ..... 


Composition brick in standard size produced in our own brickfields and 

delivered to all parts of Scotland and for shipment to The Isles and & 

Northern Ireland. 
WORKS AT 

SUMMERSTON, GLASGOW, N.W. BLACKHILL, GLASGOW, N.W. 

BISHOPBRIGGS, GLASGOW, N.W. HOLYTOWN, LANARKSHIRE. 


Supplied either in standard grades or to special specification 


QUARRIES: GLASGOW, EDINBURGH, DUMBARTONSHIRE, 
DUNDEE, LONDON 


GROUND LIMESTONE, STONE, GRANITE 


Quarry: Wester Bileaton, Crushed Crushed, Sets, 
near Blairgowrie. and Tarred. Aggregates, etc. 
Associate Company: SCOTTISH CEMENT SALES LTD., : 


All brands of Portland aed Coloured Cements. 


KEIR CAWDER LTD. 


Quarrymasters ° Builders’ Merchants 
109, 09, HOPE STREET, GLASGOW, C.2. 
lelephone: CENTRAL 0081 8 Telegrams GRAVEL, GLASGOW 


LONDON OFFICE: 9 UPPER GROSVENOR STREET, W.1. Phone: MAYFAIR 8766 9 
PATENT STEEL ROLLING 


SHUTTERS 


Kinnear Shutters are the standard by which other 
Shutters are judged. There is no substitute for 
Quality or Experience 


Sele Manufacturers 


ARTHUR L. GIBSON & CO. LTD., 
TWICKENHAM. 


Calculation 


Design and | 


Please ABN/\2 rhi 


Put llr fo Work Testing of | 
MATTHEWS & YATES. LTD Reinforced 


(Member ef toe Fos ua) 


esting and Ventiteting Sngineers Concrete 
SWINTON (MANCHESTER) and LONDON 


Pitman 
GLASGOW LEEDS BIRMINGHAM _ CARDIFF Porher St. Kingswey, Londor, W C2 


| 
SAND & GRAVEL 
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TILED OR DESIGNED FLOORING IN LINOLEUM 


The late Lord Knutsford said 


if anyone were to give me a million | would 

if | had my way, put down in the wards (of the 
London Hospital) no other floor covering than 
linoleum, it is quiet, warm, easily cleaned, non- 
absorbent and pleasant for nurses and patients 
to walk upon, which cannot be said of any other 
floor; add to these virtues that it is also the most 
economical and you wi realise why every man 
woman and child at home, at work, at school or 
play has reason to be grateful to Frederick 
Walton and the technicians and staff who valued 
him in his great work 


| Since 1864 
LINOLEUM |_|, 


has reigned supreme 


as the most 


HYGIENIC 
COMFORTABLE 
DURABLE 


floor covering 


All grades of linoleum 
available 


supplied in 
SHEET OR TILE FORM 


SIMLIN 


The Flooring ragga 
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